Abstract: Extensive surveys were carried out in Kerala in order to explore the thysanopteran fauna since the state has hardly been studied for the fauna of thrips after Dr. T.N. Ananthakrishnan's era of Indian thysanopteran taxonomy. Nine species of terebrantian thrips, one in the family Aeolothripidae and the remaining eight in the family Thripidae are being listed as new to Kerala state records collected from different hosts. Diagnostic features, distribution and data on material studied for these species are given. The number of known species of terebrantian thrips in Kerala is thus increased to forty two.
INTRODUCTION
The suborder Terebrantia is the most economically important suborder in Thysanoptera because of the presence of agriculturally important pest and vectors of plant viruses. It comprises of eight families which are mainly recognisable based on the antennal differences. Out of 8 families, members of family Aeolothripidae are exclusively predators and all agriculturally important pests and vectors are members of family Thripidae. This suborder consists of 309 species from India (Tyagi and Kumar, 2016) . So far, Ananthakrishnan and Sen (1980) and Bhatti (1990) reported a total of 33 terebrantian thrips species occurring in Kerala. In a recent survey, eight species of family Thripidae and one species from family Aeolothripidae were discovered and are reported here for the first time from Kerala. The aim of the study was to explore the thysanopteran fauna of the state Kerala, India.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Extensive random taxonomic surveys were conducted from 17 th to 24 th November 2015 at Vellayani, Peringammala, Kovalam, Balaramapuram and Neyyatinkara areas of Thiruvananthapuram district for collection of thrips. Specimens were collected by the standard beating method and were preserved in thrips collecting media (9 parts 10% alcohol + 1 part glacial acetic acid + 1 ml Triton X-100 in 1000 ml of the mixture). Specimens were mounted in Canada balsam for permanent preservation. The specimens were collected at random, subsequently sorted out and identified using approprate keys (Ananthakrishnan and Sen, 1980; Palmer et al., 1989) . 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The classification adopted in the article is that of Mound et al., (1980 (Ananthakrishnan, 1961; Ananthakrishnan and Sen, 1980) . Now we have added 9 more terebrantian species to the fauna of Kerala and thus increased the known species to 42. The newly reported 9 species represented two families viz., Aeolothripidae and Thripidae and three subfamilies viz., Dendrothripinae, Sericothripinae and Thripinae. The families Aeolothripidae and Thripidae represent predatory and agriculturally important pests, respectively and hence demand significance. Since rice is an important staple crop of Kerala, presence of Stenchaetothrips faurei on wild grass needs attention. S. biformis is a serious pest of rice and hence the former species may also form an association with rice. Jakthrips ignacimuthui has been first described and reported from Karnataka in 2006 (Bhatti and Ranganath, 2006) . Since then, the same species has not been reported from any other parts of India or world. Our survey confirms the presence of the species from Kerala also. Even though many workers had extensively explored Kerala fauna for thrips, salient findings from our survey demands further survey and study in this field from Kerala state.
Conclusion
Our study has newly added nine species of terebrantian thrips, one in the family Aeolothripidae and the remaining eight in the family Thripidae to Kerala state records collected from different hosts. Thus we have increased the number of known species of terebrantian thrips in Kerala from 33 to 42. Since thrips are economically very important as crop pests, virus vectors and pollinators, further surveys and studies in this field are needed to thoroughly understand the thysanopteran fauna of Kerala.
